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President's Report  -  Hughie Gaynor
It doesn't take long for all of us to miss the former warmer daysand
nights following the usual change in weather patterns, which this
year has managed to be consistent with the usual tradition of the
weather changing around Anzac Day. Instead of living in the past
might I  suggest that this weather change has provided all  of us
with a golden opportunity to either start or finish that long awaited
project. Reason for my logic - this will give us all plenty of time to
finish your Project and enter your masterpiece in our annual  BE-
IN-IT  Competition, which  will  be  held  in  August.  Currently  the
organising committee are finalising all  the appropriate details of
our  annual  competition  and  full  details  will  be  in  the  June
Newsletter.

A big thank you to all  the members who attended the  Working
Bee on  14th  April,  with  the  end  result  that  all  of  the  Club's
premises ended with a great clean, leaving all  areas "spick and
span".  To  maintain  the standard  set,  it  would  be appreciated  if
members could do their  little bit  and get themselves acquainted
with the new cleaning gear and use it as/when required. Just in
case any new member and more correctly ALL members are not
aware, the Club does not employ cleaners, but, thankfully to date
we have benefited from the generosity of a few members who take
pride  in  maintaining  our  premises  in  a  neat  and  tidy  condition.

Thanks  to Jeff  Smart's great  work getting a  great  deal  with  a
Catering  Firm,  the  Committee  have agreed that  we will  hold  a
Christmas  in  July  in  the  Clubrooms  on  Saturday  7th  July
commencing 6:30PM. The cost of the catered dinner will be $25
per head, along with lots of other fun and frivolity on the night. This
is your chance to get yourself organised and arrange a table to
show off your Club to the Family and Friends and put your names
down along with numbers attending on the list on the White Board.
Don't forget to tell them that it is not a draughty/dusty work shed,
but  that  it  will  be  transformed  into  a  fully  air-conditioned  hall.
Finally, to ensure Jeff, on behalf of your Club, can still get the
best $price, the cut off for all due payments and finalisation of
table arrangements must be made by Tuesday 25th June.

As  you  are  aware,  we  share  the  site  with  a  number  of  Knox
Council Sections and their employees, which restricts members
parking  within  the  gated  area  to  bona  fide  disability  area,  or
temporarily parking when dropping off or picking up timber only.
Whilst we are awaiting Council's replacement building, a number
of members have become accustomed to the general absence of
these users, and have parked in other areas over and above our
nominated entitlement. These actions on occasion have restricted
both Council Employees and Contractors gain ready access to the
site with larger commercial type vehicles. 

I have been advised that the Parks and Garden Employees will be
in attendance in the near future delivering their  annual loads of
nursery plants and it would be appreciated if all members could
observe the current parking restrictions to enable them to unload
their trailers readily.

Last,  but  not  least,  a  Happy  Mother's  Day to  all  our  Mum
members and for all the other members I hope you brush up on
your "Spoiling Skills" to make Sunday 13th May a happy day for
all.

                                                               …..  Hughie

Toy and Gifts GROUP
(Spotlight on this group page 6-16)
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KDWC  VITAL information for Members 
COMMITTEE  EMAIL:            secretary@knoxwoodies.org.au
WEBSITE:                               www.knoxwoodies.org.au
suggestions for website/Facebook: webmaster@knoxwoodies.org.au
How to JOIN:                                    www.knoxwoodies.org.au/membership
LINKS:                                                           www.knoxwoodies.org.au/links
SAFETY:                                                     www.knoxwoodies.org.au/safety
Newsletters: (latest)                           www.knoxwoodies.org.au/current
                     (archive)                           www.knoxwoodies.org.au/archives
Articles to Editor     news@knoxwoodies.org.au

 Facebook (invitees)                www.facebook.com/groups/knoxwoodies
Bank (Ref:name ID/purpose) Bendigo Bank  BSB 633-000 A/c 1200 82748

Working with Children:   workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/ 
45 Glenfern Road, FTG 3156; Ph: 9758 4849; and the occupational field is:
“42: Sporting, recreational or cultural clubs, associations or movements”.

Newsletters and important news by email
* * *  I M P O R T A N T   * * *

please let us know if you've changed your EMAIL address
Always check your SPAM, Clutter, Trash  and JUNK folders.
Send Harry Deschepper (secretary@knoxwoodies.org.au) a
request for Eric/Gary to update your email address / records

    If technical issues, call Gary:  Ph: 0408 994799 anytime!       

Typical questions about joining the Club
The many emails/calls we receive enquiring about what is involved
in  joining  the  club.    Some  usual  questions  are:
- Can we teach?     No. we can't, we are not allowed to.  But we
share  a  great  lot  of  experience  with  fellow  members.
- Are there female members?   Sure are – we have plenty.  Age,
gender,  occupations and team preferences are of no issue with
'Woodies'.   We're  just  crazy  about  wood!
2015 count we had 25 fine female members out of the overall 200
at the club.  We've seen a 50% increase in recent years of female
members,  when  overall  growth  was  25%.                 
-  What age groups come?  Well, our Secretary has worked out
some nice statistics on that.  29% are aged 45-65, 43% are 65-85.
We  have  some  younger,  and  older!    So  there's  a  wealth  of
enthusiasm,  and  experience  here!                
- How do I find out about what the club is like?   Drop in on a
meeting night (1st WED of the month 7:15PM) or when the club is
open,  We love showing visitors how to become members! Refer
NEWSLETTER  last  page  for  open  times.                 
-  How  much  does  it  cost                            
Latest  Joining fee/membership fees are on website.    Presently
(2017-18)  $100  pa (due  1st Sept),  with  50% discount  after  1st

March if a new member, PLUS a one time  $50 joining fee.  Late
fee of $10 applies after 31st Oct, and failing to renew by 30th Nov
requires another Joining Fee of $50 to be paid..                    
-  When  do  we  meet?                  
Refer to the last page of latest newsletters to see the times the
club is open for all  the activity groups.   But members are also
welcome to use the workshops whenever there are two or more
keyholders/competent  machine  user  attendees  (for  safety
reasons),  to undertake their own projects, but courtesy suggests
that priority is given to the activity groups on 'their  sessions',  to
allow them to progress Club works.             

Got some NEWS to share with other members?
If you have any articles, project notes,

humorous items to share with fellow Woodies
 – just drop us a line!

Editor contact: news@knoxwoodies.org.au    

We thank Nick Wakeling MP

- Member for Ferntree Gully

for printing our newsletter as 
               a Community Service  VENTS– 

          

Toy  and Gift Making Group
TOY  COUNT  for  XMAS  Presentations:   count:   120+

Learn  more  about  what  this  fine  bunch  or  toymakers  
gets up to,  in the May 2018 edition of “Ingrained”.

     

Toy/Gift Making or the preparing of kits in  Kidz Korner Group,  is
great for   'those looking to practice new skills' at woodworking.
Keep in mind if you've a spare few moments!                   ...Ed.

 Member's Birthdays –  MAY

The very best of Birthday
wishes to these members.
Hope you have a top day,
and enjoy the year ahead!     ... Ed!

     

Member's Welfare
Let's hope all goes well for any of our
fellow  Woodies, who may be unwell.
Please advise the Committee, so that
everyone is aware.   
Peter Sleeman (former Pres) had his
6th knee  reconstruction  surgery
27/4/18) and is recovering well, and
will be in rehab shortly. Best wishes
from  us  all  at  the  “Woodies”,  Peter!          
Karen Button 3rd Chemo early April, 4th to go, but had a
night out 27/4/18 and really enjoyed the outing.  Onya Kaz.
Bruce  Cockerill –  having  Back  Operation  with  slow
outcome.  Looking  forward  to  seeing  you  about  soon!
Yvonne Magill  has finished her recent treatment, and is in
a tired mode presently
Neil Fereday.  Great to see Neil back at the club in recent
weeks after his operation.
We're all thinking of you, Woodies!                       […   Ed]

Social Committee Events and Enquries
Members with SOCIAL group ideas,  

please Contact:     
Jeff Smart   0409 251063      

Whilst we all hope Karen is taking a well earned rest, 
See: Christmas in July function - more info on Page 4.

Member day:
George Giummarra 1
Jacob Castricum 1
Harry Deschepper 14
Anthony Deabe 15
Peter Olver 16
Bernard Van Lith 18
Karen Button 18
Ross Smith 22
Andre Cook 23

mailto:news@knoxwoodies.org.au
mailto:secretary@knoxwoodies.org.au
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/knoxwoodies
mailto:news@knoxwoodies.org.au
http://www.knoxwoodies.org.au/archives
http://www.knoxwoodies.org.au/current
http://www.knoxwoodies.org.au/safety
http://www.knoxwoodies.org.au/links
http://www.knoxwoodies.org.au/membership
mailto:webmaster@knoxwoodies.org.au
http://www.knoxwoodies.org.au/
mailto:secretary@knoxwoodies.org.au
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Bill's Website of the Month! 

Bill Ireland and like-minded 
Woodies who like sharing 
information from the web. 

Bill  Ireland  shares  this  interesting  'history'  site  for  those
interested in the origins of some of our Hotels in Australia.
The  whole  site  makes quite  some interesting  reading for
sure.     https://timegents.com/2018/03/13/glory-that-was/

Member: Frank Collins shares this useful pair of links.
Don't be caught out by fire risks of linseed oil soaked old
rags in your shed!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yq6VW-c2Ts

Now, to some nice information for fellow Scroll Saw buffs.
Here's  a  website  that  contains  some  useful  things,  like
Scroll Saw templates for Xmas time.
http://scrollsawworkshop.blogspot.com.au/

We feel obliged to pass on this important news.  Our Life
Member,  Bill  Orpen now has a new email address,  and
any comments about it's  name,  should be passed to the
owner.   It is now:  buttmanbill3242@gmail.com

Meantime,  Merek  Gehrmann has  shared  this  bonza
advertisement for Shell Oil shown in Europe.  Can you just
imagine  the  red  tape,  permits  and  cost  to  pull  off  this
commercial?

Ostensibly, they're selling gasoline, but the cars used in the
video steal  the  show.  Ferrari  pulled  several  of  their  race
cars from various ages out of storage, flew them around the
world and filmed them running through the streets of Rome,
Rio,  New  York,  Hong  Kong,Honolulu  and  Monaco.   No
computer  graphics,  these  are  the  original  cars  on  the
original streets.  The best part is the sound from the basso-
profundo notes of the early,  front-engine era,  each scene
cuts to a later generation, ending with the wail of a modern
F1 car.   Even if you're not a petrolhead, this video will stir
the soul. There's just something about 3 litres and 14,000
RPM!

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=1_kwxzU4wL4&vq=medium

Phil Spencer shares this important tip about the advantage
of a reversing switch fitted to your wood lathe.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYvcHS2XPU0&feature=youtu.be

Wow – I must race out and get one of THESE!  […   Ed] 

           ....thanks for all  contributions to Bill's column!   

Members equipment for direct sale
This item is presented for sale DIRECT from the member.   (This is
NOT for auction by the Club).  

TABLE SAW.    Member,  Bruce Powell is  making room in his
workshop for different tools, and is selling this  Hafco Table Saw.
(example photo).
10’’Blade  plus extra blades!
3hp 240 v single phase motor
Table  800long x 1210wide cast iron
inc extns 
Blade Tilt to 45%
Brand  is  Hafco             
and has had very little use 
Comes with a mobile Base to move
Also as new, has 2x  outfeed rollers
'as new' $900 ONO.               
Also  available             
wixey  angle guage as new $40 
Height guage as new $30 
Many other tools as new or new also
available,        just  call  Bruce  Powell  97259125
If local Kilsyth delivery is your only worry – don't, as Bruce has a
good mate with a trailer who can deliver it!

Important message in Woodcarving Magazine

Albert  Bak has  approached  the  editor  of  Woodcarving
Magazine,  and they have granted us permission to repeat a very
pertinent messgage from their recent publication.

“As a community of people we rely on each other to share
and  for  encouragement.  We  are  fortunate  that  there  are
clubs and organisations we can belong to. Many hobbies
and  crafts  do  not  have  this  luxury  and  it  is  down  to
individuals  to  seek  out  information  that  might  be  helpful.
Without groups and a network of people we lose something
that helps us and it makes it harder for people to access
information and have that personal, face-to-face interaction
with others. There is a massive amount to be said for that.
These networks and groups do not come about by accident
– it takes people to step up to the plate and organise things
then tell others what is happening and be available to listen
to,  help  and encourage,  which,  in  turn,  hopefully  attracts
other like-minded people. It all takes time and a lot is owed
by many to the people who are proactive.
That said, those people cannot do everything themselves.
We should not rely on a few to help the many. If the many
did  their  bit  to  help  even  a little,  the burden  on the  few
would be lessened – to the benefit of everyone.
I was once asked by a friend who was willing to advise and
help if I was willing to give back at least as much time and
effort to help others as he was to give to me. At the time I
had never heard this said in such a way but it made me
think and I realised the value of what he was saying. Many
years later I hope he would think that I have done so. Can
everyone say the same of themselves?”

Copied  with  permission  from  Woodcarving  Magazine
Mar/April 2018. Published by The GMC Group
Copied with permission from Woodcarving
…   Wholeheartedly  agree,  Albert           
                   – worth showing!              […   Ed]Mar/April
2018. Published by The GMC Group

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYvcHS2XPU0&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=1_kwxzU4wL4&vq=medium
mailto:buttmanbill3242@gmail.com
http://scrollsawworkshop.blogspot.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yq6VW-c2Ts
https://timegents.com/2018/03/13/glory-that-was/
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Events in the BIG WOODIES WORLD….

Many thanks to Alison Dews of the Council of Woodwork
Clubs  for her regular, up-to-date list  of events happening
around Australia.  They  can be viewed here:
https://www.councilwoodworkclubs.org/events

Also:  another  good  resource  for  up-coming  events:
http://cwsonline.com.au    and see:
https://www.cwsonline.com.au/news--upcoming-events.html
(Jim Carroll's list) “Events & News”  

For a complete list of  'TurnAbout'  events:  See Feb 2018
edition of “Ingrained”
                              [….thanks for tips from: Peter Vermaas]

CLUB Equipment FOR SALE by TENDER
Process:  Lodge your submission to the committee, putting
your name and best  offered price in an  envelope in the
MAIL SHUTE by the club doorway.   Some items have a
MINIMUM reserve.

*** None this month ****

XMAS IN JULY

Christmas in July is on again!

This year's event will take place
on Saturday July 7 at 6.30pm.

As per usual, it  will  be held at
the  clubrooms,  it  will  be  a
catered  roast  dinner,  and  the
cost will be $25.00 per head.

We need to  have all  payments and final  numbers  in  by
June 25. Payment can be made by making direct payment
to the club account: BSB  633 000   A/c 1200 827 48. 

Please indicate  your  membership  code or name in  the
"Reference"  box  when paying  via  EFT so  we know you!

If direct payment is an issue, you can call:                          
Jeff  Smart  on  0409  251  063  to  make  alternative
arrangements.

Proudly Sponsored by

Ferntree Gully

Community Bank® branch and

Rowville branch of Bendigo Bank      

Workshop Notes - “members helping members” 
Phil  Spencer provides inspiring technical  articles for  this
regular TECHNICAL column.  What's your WIP presently?
Drop  a  line  with  pictures  to  the  Club  via
news@knoxwoodies.org.au to include in the Newsletter to
share your experiences.  
  
This month,  we thought we'd turn our attention to the skills
of  the  Toys  and  Gifts  GROUP group  that  meets  on  a
Thursday morning,  but first a return to technical articles.

                                                                                  ...[Phil]

Back in the saddle    

As most of you will know last year on the 24 th March at 3.20
PM  my  daughter  died  from  the  ravening’s  of  Ovarian
Cancer a dreadful disease that takes far too many women.

Any  way  since  that  day  I  have  been  struggling  both
emotionally  and  physically  and  my  workshop  has  lain
neglected  since  that  time.  I  have  wandered  into  the
workshop and shuffled a few things about but that was all
that  I  could  manage.  A  few  weeks  ago  I  decided  that
enough was enough and it was time for me to get back into
the saddle so to speak, I think that there may have been a
nudge from my late daughter here as I have started to feel
at peace back amongst my tools.

So  I  decided  to  start  on  a  simple  project  and  that  is  to
restore some garden benches that had seen better days. I
had a lot of  American Oak left over from my last project
and thought would be perfect for the job so I milled it and
ripped it to size and, suddenly I was back into the saddle I
could  feel  my  daughter  looking  approvingly  over  my
shoulder saying way to go Dad!

Figure 1 Free to a good home!

I have a total of four chairs that need to be restored and 
decided that we only need three so if anyone wants one 
they are welcome to it. They all look sad like the one above.
My first task was to remove all the rotted wood and clean 
the cast iron frames these will eventually be painted with 
epoxy I had originally planned on black, but am now leaning
toward Brunswick Green.

mailto:news@knoxwoodies.org.au
https://www.cwsonline.com.au/news--upcoming-events.html
http://cwsonline.com.au/
https://www.councilwoodworkclubs.org/events
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Workshop Notes - “members helping members” 

Figure 2 Frames separated from the old wood, scrubbed and ready
for treatment

The wood originally supplied with these chairs was a cheap
not very weatherproof wood from China and the treatment
on the wood was not very weatherproof, so after cutting my
American Oak to size I applied two coats of Boiled Linseed
Oil  paying attention to  the end grain and two coats of  a
marine grade varnish.  I  figured that  apart  from using  a
better quality hard wood this treatment with the finish will
last  longer  when  the  bench  is  out  in  the  elements.

Workshop Notes - “members helping members” 

Figure 3 The timber cut to size and pre treated.

All that is left to do now after treating the cast iron parts is to
assemble the chairs I will be using 6mm galvanised coach
bolts, apply a  third coat of marine varnish to the wood
again and then (after the paint has dried) sit down and enjoy
a beverage on the restored benches.

Figure 4 A bench that I restored before my daughter died

I am thinking that my next project will be a memory box for a
friend  who  lost  her  daughter  two  months  after  her  first
birthday.

Getting back into my workshop  practicing my woodwork, I
have found to be therapeutic, and has helped to keep the
old Black Dog of depression at bay, although I am in there
on my own working through my grief I find that my workshop
has become my special place where I can be at peace with
my inner demons. 

             …. well done, Phil!   The benches look a treat!
                            Keep up the shed work, mate!   ….[Ed]
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Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)
23 years, over 10,000+ toys/gifts and lots of happy recipients!

Many may not realise just how long this Toy and Gifts Group has
been operating.  In fact,  it started way back in 1995 as a Club
initiative to do something for the community.   

Before sharing the research into all this with members,  it is with
some anticipation, that  there will be more to the history about
this, and those many hard working members who were part of this
over the decades.  So, as this 'draft' is shared, the intention is to
edit  it  further  and  upload  a  refreshed  edition  to  the  Cloud  for
posterity.   So,  please,   if  members  can  pinpoint  anything
overlooked, please email Gaz at news@knoxwoodies.org.au

The reality is,  back in about January 1995, when the first part of
the present day main building was getting underway, and  Serge
Meilak  started  generously  providing  chocolates  for  raffles,   the
Club boasted the Late Alf Stephens, as President, along with Late
David  Howell  (VP),   Bill  Ide as  treasurer  and  the  Late  Fred
Moore “Ozzie”   as Secretary.     Our  current  President  (2018),
Hughie Gaynor had joined in the previous year, and recalls all this
vividly,  as too does  Serge Meilak, as the research into  all  this
unravelled.   A call to Bill Ide (now 97, in QLD) during the week,
also  brought  some recollections  of  the  Club's  initiatives  for  the
community.

The  objective  laid  down  by  the  Club,   was  to  encourage  all
members to make a toy or two during the year,  for handover as a
huge collection to charity organsiations at the November Member's
meetings.

As will become apparent in reading the many 'calls for action' in
the 15 years that followed,  the Club firstly lacked storage space
to hold the toys throughout the year, and secondly,  and possibly
due to this,  members didn't make committees aware that they had
toys at home for the cause, until the very last minute in November.

Reading through many of the past “Ingrained Newsletters”,   the
Club  was  continually  concerned  about  meeting  deadlines  for
Xmas.  But all that got  solved in 2010 when the activity became
more formalised as a regular, active “Toys Group”,  and further,
as  a  Toys  and  Gifts  Group in  more  recent  years.          
 
But let's sneak up on that second  leg of the journey, from the start.

Throughout this article, there is mention of the archived versions
of  “Ingrained”  Newsletters  that  are  perpetually  available  at  the
website.  Since the mid 2000's the news was published a week
PRIOR to  the monthly meeting,   so researching the November
presentation nights, meant looking at the December 1st release of
the  news  to  see  the  reports  and  pictures  of  the  event.     

November 1995 - The first Xmas Presentation                  

The “Ingrained”  of  February 1996  (19960201.pdf)  tells of the
thankyou letter from “The Smith Family”.  

Key contributors  in  that  first  year  (1995) were:   Alf  Stephens,
Fred Moore, Paul Phillips, Paul Aminde, Bruce Allen, and Tom
Coglin.  Alf's wife, late Nancy Stephens helped with adornments.

In the early days, the toys were fairly straight forward, the likes of
toolboxes, jet planes, cars and pencil cases.

Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)
Very little is said, in the newsletters from 1996 thru 1999. Those
days, we weren't spoilt by internet and fancy editing tools. Any light
that can be thrown on this period would be most welcomed.
Another  regular  helper  of  this  group  in  early
years, was  Dick Webb,  who these days is flat
out  with  the  Kidz  Korner  Group,  which  was
outlined  in  last  month's  April  2018  “Ingrained”
Pictured here, we see Dick with one of  the  50
'frogs'  he made  personally,  some years  back.
Dick's  KK Group was also a common backstop
to the Toys Group in  many years when it  was
thought that the numbers might not stack up in
time for Xmas.  The KK team would throw their
energies into making toys to assist.

“…..   Irrespective  of  whether  it  was  joint  effort  by  many
members making a few, or a few members making a lot,  the
numbers always seem to come up terrific  at  about  500,  or
more often,  600 toys by November.   So looking back over
what is now 23 years,  the head count must be in excess of
10,000  toys  and  gifts  made  by  the  joint  efforts  of  KDWC
members and regular teams...”      That is SOME contribution!

Back  to  following  the  early  history…...    From  photos  and
newsletter articles, we find some significant contributors,  who
made toys at home, and put enormous effort into making sure that
Xmas  was going  to  be  a  happy  time  for  many  that  were  less
fortunate than others.   And here, we must recognise the work by:
-  Phillip 'the Toyman' Dickinson,   who joined in 2001 and got
immediately stuck into making some 200+ toys alone.
-  Peter Sleeman. What can we say to do justice to the efforts of
our long time, and Life Member,   Past President,  Maintenance
team,  committee  member,  and  Vice  President  ….     his  skills,
helpfulness and efforts over so many years are second to none.
Peter made many amazing large graders as toys for instance.
-  and  Karen  Button,   who  has  worked  tirelessly  on  Social
Activities, cleaning at the Clubrooms, Committee positions & toys!
- the Late, Ted Bricker,  who made useful jigs and built some well
remembered Gypsy Caravans with curved roof formations.
- the Late,  Peter Horsburgh,  along with his wife,  Betty, for the
laquering of toys and adornment with curtains to make a delightful
finished article.

Above, taken in either 2001 or 2003,  L-R: is Phillip Dickinson,
Karen Button and Peter Sleeman.  (this photo is on permanent
display adjacent the horses on the showcase at the Club.)

In a forthcoming edition,
a complete article will  be
made of  Rocking Horse
Group.    Mention  should
be made here of the huge
efforts  of  this  group  who
made  horses  for  Xmas
donations year  after
year,   under  guidance of
Life  Member:   Joe
Semenow  .  More soon.
(20081101.pdf). .     
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Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)
Referring  to  numerous  articles  in  past  newsletters,  from  2001
onwards,   this  November 2001 edition is  representative.   See
20011201.pdf.   

In August of 2002  there was another serious cry for help.  See
20020801.pdf

But as has always turned out, in  November 2002  there where
300+ toys were handed over.   (see:  20021101.pdf).

It  is  possible  the  figure  was  more  like  400+,   when reading  a
subsequent Newsletter in February 2003 (see 20030201.pdf). 

Other  examples  are  contained  in  the  July  2003,   Aug  2003
editions,  but this extract from the AGM in October 2003 says it
all.  (see 20031001.pdf),  acknowledging  Phillip Dickinson

Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)
Xmas 2003

November 2003,  the tally hit 600+ toys!  See 20031201.pdf

As  was  usual,   there  were  always  early-in-the-year  fears  of
whether a good target could be reached.  “Ingrained” of April 2004
(see: 20040401.pdf)  continues the reminder to members:
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Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)
But behind the scenes,  were always some big contributors like
Peter Sleeman seen here from the May 2004 edition:

Then in  June 2004 we see Karen Button starting to get heavily
involved,  along  with  the  late  Ted  Bricker making  jigs,  often
assisted by work from his wife, Marge,  in 20040601.pdf:

Around these times,  saw personal contributions by:
- late Jim Gay
- late  Ray Norton
- Paddy McCann (former President) made lots of toys at home.
- with Laurie Ham running the ledgers as well
- and Charles Bruckner (former Secretary)                                
         who  made  a  HEAP  of  lovely  toy  garages.
       (thanks to recollections from Karen Button)

Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)
Xmas 2004 
The  results  of  the  Presentation  night:  (per  20041201.pdf)    
600+ toys AGAIN, on  November 2004

2005

Moving  on  to  April  2005 (per:  20050401.pdf)  shows  major
contributors  from  the  likes  of  member:  Les  Clayton

Other  members  providing  great  help  in  these  early  times:
-  Chris Gerritzen
-  Bent  Holt-Jensen                              

    and both are still hard at it, like others for us in 2018 !!
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Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)

Xmas 2005
Results on presentation night, (per 20051201.pdf)  of  400+ toys
on November 2005

2006

In 2006, the President,  Paddy McCann proposed the use of the
Be-In-It-Competition as a basis for making more toys that could
then be donated for Xmas.

Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)

Xmas 2006
But  no  worries,   the   presentation  night  of  November  2006 
(per 20061201.pdf)  was another  succcess!

2007

And again, another call for members to make a toy, in the  May
2007 edition.  (per 20070501.pdf)

Space for storage was always one of the biggest issues.  These
were the days before the extension of the current day woodstore,
and materials were everywhere,  let alone space for finished jobs.
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Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)
November 2007  (per 20071201.pdf)   another great presentation
of member-made toys.....

2008   The Club committee was still seeking member participation,
(per 20080501.pdf in May, 2008

Short  lived  bad  news came  in June  2008,  as  the  Club's
application for a grant to extend the building got knocked back as
part of Federal Government Budget cuts. per: 20080601.pdf

BUT, the following month,  the Knox City Council  provided the
much  needed  Grant to  get  the  extensions  underway.
per: 20080701.pdf     
AND, meantime,.  The 2008 tally was getting underway as usual…

Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)
The start of the 2008 BUILDING EXTENSIONS 23rd Aug 2008......
per 20080901.pdf

2009 
  -  still seeking participation by all members  (per  20090501.pdf) 

and all this started coming to a bit of a head ……..

with a final cry for help,  in July 2009,  voiced by Dick Webb,  to
ensure that Xmas 2009 was to be again another successful year
for Kids and their families in Knox.
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Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)

Xmas 2009

Notwithstanding,  2009 still came up with the goods (again!!!)
( per 20091201.pdf )

Stage II – the GROUP gets formalised

Opportunity and vision often go hand in hand, and in  February
2010,  John Jackson put  a  proposition  to  the Committee,   to
setup  a  shed  for  a  TOY  GROUP.   The  shed  is  still behind
placemakers, today, at the northern end and was setup by  John
Jackson, late John Emptage and Peter Cox.   Much help on this
rebuild  was  provided  by  Monday  Activity Group  leader:
“Woodturning”  by Henk Eyssens.

Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)

In  March  2010,  (reported  in  edition:  20100401.pdf),  there  was
progress with the first shed.

2012

And subsequently in  2012,  after much issue with the separation
wall in the last two roller door bays,  for the current day Sanding
Room,   the main TOY GROUP Shed came to be.    All the steel
shelving for this new home, was built  by  Peter Sleeman, Peter
Cox and John Jackson.

Flash back to 2004 for a moment, when newsletters first went to
color and were on the internet website, to see when the  former
SANDING SHED was  first  built,   which  ultimately  became the
current day (2018) Toy and Gifts GROUP Shed.  As reported  in
July  2004  Ingrained  (20040701.pdf), the current main "Toys and
Gifts Shed" was initially built for sanding  with dust extraction.
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Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)
The  usage  of  the  main  shed,  came  about  as  a  result  of  a
submission made by then Secretary,  Charles Bruckner,  to use
the 2nd Placemakers Roller  Door Bay,  in  May 2011.   This was
granted along with an approved extension (joining the two roller
door bays)  on 28th July 2011.   Quite some delay came about with
the way the intermediary 'WALL' had to be built,  but by February
2012 (per  20120201.pdf ) the wall was UP!.   At last, the sanding
equipment  could  be moved to  the new bay,  and the shed was
freed up, to become the new, and still used,  Toy Group SHED.

The  May 2012 edition of  “Ingrained”  displayed the new Sander
room in action.  And so, it was time to deck out  the main shed
with shelving.   The  June 2012 edition of  newsletter  shows the
fabrication of the shelving taking pace, in earlier May.

Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)
Talking  of  SHEDs,  there  is  of
course  the  third  shed on  the
southern side via the current day
Alfresco Area.    

This  was  honourably  badged
“Jacko's Shed”   recognising
the significant contribution    that
John  Jackson  has  put  into
making  the  ongoing  Toy  and
Gift  GROUP the  collaborative,
harmoneous  and  successful
bunch  of  members  it  is,  from
2010 to this day.

So,  let's  now look  at  what  this
GROUP  does  today, and  who
the regular participants are.

They  meet  on  a  Thursday
morning,  as well  as doing work
from their own sheds at home.

Below, on a  recent Thursday session (L-R) around   t  he table
- Frank Collins
- Lynette Hartley
- Harry Robertson
- Brian Bracegirdle
- Bruce James
- Rob Baldock
- Laurie Ham
- Tom Noonan
- Neil Fereday
- Colin Stewart 
- Jeff Smart
- Yvonne Magill
- Tony Deabe
- John Wolff
- Albert Bak
- Lindsay Horsley
- Laurie Phillips
- Stan Jebb
- Bruce Powell
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Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)
Other members of the “crew”,  not around the table  that day:
- John Jackson (right)

- King Hoe Ling
- Richie Whitehead
- John Freshney
- Steve Dollery

- Harry Deschepper
- John Darcy
- Phil Dunstan
- Bruce Cockerill

- Karen Button
- Des Dwyer
- Ruth Boniface
- Hurtle Lupton

I sincerely hope we've included all the regulars of this fine
group,  and further, hope that the names and faces will help
new members (as well as longtime ones like the Editor with a
failure for  names!)   to become better  acquainted with their
fellow “Woodies” who have  done so much to contribute to
community causes, as has this fine bunch!      …… [Ed]

reminder of the 1st shed

reconstructed complete with dust extraction hole, on budget
of $750 in Feb 2010.

Right: Always a packed carpark on a Thursday!

Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)
So let's get a snapshot of what this Group get's up to…..
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Spotlight on Toys and Gifts crew  (Thursdays at Club)

And now, a courteous reminder of some former members many
now passed, that contributed so much to the Toy Making GROUP.

Late members: Paul Aminde,  Peter Horsburgh & Gavin Betts

Late  members:  Jim  Gay,  Ray  Norton,                  
                         John Emptage and Ted Bricker

Paul Phillips

Spotlight onToys and Gifts crew (Thursdays at Club)

Flashback 12/12/1994 Karin Orpen passing grant funds to the
Club's late Founder : Alf Stephens 

Late Bruce Allen

Flashback  April  1995,          
Paddy McCann (Left) with late Fred Moore (standing right)

Paddy in 2018 :
(sharing  his  time                  
   with KK group too!)
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Spotlight onToys and Gifts crew (Thursdays at Club)

ACCOLADES for the CLUB's efforts with Xmas Toys and Gifts

A search for  “Knox Woodworkers Xmas Toys” on the internet
pops up lots of acknowledgements.   Here's one from the Council
in 2014, singing the praises of the Club over the years:

And  another,   in  2016,
where  we  see  local
businesses  helping  with  the
cause.  This one is from the
Bendigo Bank who donated
to  the  cause  to  assist  with
the  vital  timber  needed  to
make  the  many  toys  each
year.    Past President, and
regular  Toy  Group member:
Hurtle  Lupton,   pictured
here  with  present  President
Hughie Gaynor, another Toy
Group  participant,   with  the
Branch   Manager  Tina
Leslie. 

Below,  from  2007,  Leader
News  article  about  Xmas
Toys presentations.

Laurie Ham (left) along with
toymakers:  Paddy  McCann
(president at that time),  late
Doug  Dell, Paul  Lucas
(Newslatter Editor then) and
Bill Ireland, showing off the
toys in the article.

Spotlight onToys and Gifts crew (Thursdays at Club)
So, what are the latest toys being made?

- Blackboards
- Brushes & Pans
- Garages
- G.I. Jeeps
- Mini-Truck
- Mini-Ute
- Fire Trucks
- Jewelry Boxes
- Push Trolley & Blocks
- V8 Locos
- Doll's Rocking Chairs
- Stools
- Rolling Rattles
- Mercedes Trucks
- Dinos
- Bulldozer
- Model A Trucks
- Knitted Dolls 

pictured here, Andre Cook, making Toys as well as KK items!

A lot of the activities of the Club can be viewed on the FACEBOOK
page too,  at       https://www.facebook.com/groups/knoxwoodies/

    ** See page 2 on how to join the Club's facebook page **

The local Community is continually thrilled at the effort put in by
this team,  and no doubt,  “Jacko” would like to recognise and
thank the many members who, over the years,  have come to the
call, to assist  with preparing toys and family gifts for Xmas along
with  the  help  of  the   Kidz  Korner  Group,  to  make  it  such  a
successful outcome for the Club.   

For newcomers to the club who want to try their hand at a new
skill,  this Thursday, Toy and Gifts Group, is a great opportunity,
just as the Kidz Korner Group on a Tuesday morning is.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/knoxwoodies/
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Spotlight onToys and Gifts crew (Thursdays at Club)
So, what about the toys and gifts?  Here's production in 2018.

             …. well,  time to get ready for another XMAS.

Spotlight onToys and Gifts crew (Thursdays at Club)
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HUMOR
Did you know that?.............................

Early aircraft throttles had a ball on the end of it, in order to go full
throttle the pilot had to push the throttle all the way forward into the
wall of the instrument panel.  Hence "balls to the wall" for going
very fast. And now you know the rest of the story.              

            *********************************

During  WWII,  U.S.  Airplanes  were  armed  with  belts  of  bullets
which  they  would  shoot  during  dogfights  and  on  strafing  runs.
These belts were folded into the wing compartments that fed their
machine  guns.  These  belts  measure  27  feet  and  contained
hundreds of rounds of bullets. Often times, the pilots would return
from their missions having expended all of their bullets on various
targets.  They  would  say,  I  gave  them  the  whole  nine  yards,
meaning they used up all of their ammunition.

            *********************************

Did you know the saying "God willing and the creek don't rise" was
in reference to the Creek Indians and not a body of water? It was
written by Benjamin Hawkins in the late 18th century. He was a
politician and Indian diplomat.  While in the south,  Hawkins was
requested by the President of the U.S. To return to Washington . In
his response, he was said to write,  "God willing and the Creek
don't  rise."  Because  he  capitalized  the  word  "Creek"  he  was
referring to the Creek Indian tribe and not a body of water.

            *********************************

In  George  Washington's  days,  there  were  no  cameras.  One's
image was either sculpted or painted. Some paintings of George
Washington  showed him standing  behind  a desk  with  one arm
behind his back while  others showed both legs and both arms.
Prices charged by painters were not based on how many people
were to be painted, but by how many limbs were to be painted.
Arms and legs are 'limbs,' therefore painting them would cost the
buyer more. Hence the expression, 'Okay, but it'll cost you an arm
and a  leg.'  (Artists  know hands  and arms are  more  difficult  to
paint.)

            ******************************

As incredible as it sounds, men and women took baths only twice
a year (May and October). Women kept their hair covered, while
men shaved  their  heads  (because of  lice  and bugs)  and  wore
wigs. Wealthy men could afford good wigs made from wool. They
couldn't wash the wigs, so to clean them they would carve out a
loaf of bread, put the wig in the shell, and bake it for 30 minutes.
The heat would make the wig big and fluffy, hence the term 'big
wig'.  Today  we  often  use  the  term  'here  comes  the  Big  Wig'
because someone appears to be or is powerful and wealthy.

            *********************************

In the late 1700's, many houses consisted of a large room with
only one chair. Commonly, a long wide board folded down from the
wall, and was used for dining. The 'head of the household' always
sat  in  the  chair  while  everyone  else  ate  sitting  on  the  floor.
Occasionally a guest, who was usually a man, would be invited to
sit in this chair during a meal. To sit in the chair meant you were
important and in charge. They called the one sitting in the chair the
'chair  man.'  Today  in  business,  we  use  the  expression  or  title
'Chairman' or 'Chairman of the Board.'

            *********************************

PS:   Albert Bak shares this humorous website article on Carving:

h t t p s : / / m . f a c e b o o k . c o m / s t o r y . p h p ?
story_fbid=1811759592461891&id=1473629476274906

HUMOR
Personal  hygiene left  much room for  improvement.  As a result,
many women and men had developed acne scars by adulthood.
The  women  would  spread  bee's  wax  over  their  facial  skin  to
smooth out their complexions. When they were speaking to each
other, if a woman began to stare at another woman's face she was
told, 'mind your own bee's wax.' Should the woman smile, the wax
would crack, hence the term 'crack a smile'. In addition, when they
sat  too  close  to  the  fire,  the  wax  would  melt.  Therefore,  the
expression 'losing face.'HUMOR

            *********************************

Ladies wore corsets, which would lace up in the front. A proper
and dignified woman, as in 'straight laced' wore a tightly tied lace.

            *********************************

Common  entertainment  included  playing  cards.  However,  there
was  a  tax  levied  when  purchasing  playing  cards  but  only
applicable to the 'Ace of Spades.' To avoid paying the tax, people
would purchase 51 cards instead. Yet, since most games require
52  cards,  these  people  were  thought  to  be  stupid  or  dumb
because they weren't 'playing with a full deck.'

            ********************************

Early  politicians required feedback from the public  to  determine
what  the  people  considered  important.  Since  there  were  no
telephones, TV's or radios, the politicians sent their assistants to
local taverns, pubs, and bars. They were told to 'go sip some Ale
and listen to people's conversations and political concerns.’  Many
assistants were dispatched at different times. 'You go sip here' and
'You  go  sip  there.'  The  two  words  'go  sip'  were  eventually
combined when referring to the local opinion and, thus we have
the term 'gossip.'

            **********************************

At local taverns, pubs, and bars, people drank from pint and quart-
sized  containers.  A bar  maid's  job  was to  keep an  eye  on  the
customers  and keep  the  drinks  coming.  She had  to  pay  close
attention and remember who was drinking in 'pints' and who was
drinking in 'quarts,' hence the phrase 'minding your 'P's and Q's'.

            **********************************

One more: bet you didn't know this!  In the heyday of sailing ships,
all  war  ships  and many  freighters  carried  iron  cannons.  Those
cannons fired round iron cannon balls. It was necessary to keep a
good supply near the cannon. However, how to prevent them from
rolling about the deck? The best storage method devised was a
square-based pyramid with one ball on top, resting on four resting
on nine,  which rested on sixteen.  Thus, a supply of  30 cannon
balls could be stacked in a small area right next to the cannon.
There was only one problem....how to prevent the bottom layer
from sliding or rolling from under the others. The solution was a
metal plate called a 'Monkey' with 16 round indentations. However,
if this plate were made of iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to
it.  The  solution  to  the  rusting  problem  was  to  make  'Brass
Monkeys.' Few landlubbers realize that brass contracts much more
and much faster than iron when chilled.. Consequently, when the
temperature dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink
so  much  that  the  iron  cannonballs  would  come  right  off  the
monkey;  Thus,  it  was quite  literally,  'Cold enough to freeze the
balls off a brass monkey.' 

 If you don't send this fabulous bit of historic knowledge to any and
all your unsuspecting friends, your hard drive will kill your mouse.

…. thanks for your contributions!     …..[Ed]

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1811759592461891&id=1473629476274906
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1811759592461891&id=1473629476274906
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Weekly Workshop Hours and Keyholders
Note: All Members are welcome to access the Clubrooms at any of these times.

Monday 09:00AM - 12:30PM Wood Turning Henk Eyssens 5968 5119

Tuesday 08:30AM - 02:30PM Kidz Korner
General Access

Dick Webb
Andre Cook

97645321
0488 585 970

      06:30PM - 09:30PM Wood Turning Larry Clemmet 0417 328 425

Wednesday 08:30AM - 02:30PM General Access Dick Webb 97645321

Thursday 09:30AM - 02:30PM Toymakers Tony Deabe 9774 7917

 06:30PM
 06:30PM

 - 09:30PM
 - 09:30PM

 Furniture Making
 Carving (for all!)

 Mark Guscott 
 Albert Bak

 0412 558488 
 0419 384099

Friday 10:00AM - 01:30PM General Access Barry McDermott 9753 6157

06:30PM - 09:30PM Rocking Horses Peter Vermaas 9795 3468  

Saturday see roster below and WORKING BEES

Sunday (closed)
    

Saturday Morning Roster    

Opening    09:30 am to 12:30 pm

May 5th Ladislav Toman 0410 405 227

May 12th Peter Collins 0409 183 453

May 19th Tom Keane 9728 3230

May 26th Phil Dunstan 0413 255 399

June 2nd Dick Webb 9764 5321

June 9th WORKING BEE

June 16th Rodney Williams 0448 686 537

June 23rd Ladislav Toman 0410 405 227

June 30th Peter Collins 0409 183 453

NOTE:  If no member arrives by 10:30am,  
the Key Holder has the option of closing Clubrooms.

     

    

Member's Discounts
  The Following Suppliers offer discounts to Members.

**Show some suitable KDWC / personal ID**
       

Budget Car and Truck Rental (FTG)      
Caroll’s Woodcraft Supplies.
Carba-Tec.
Ferntree Gully Bolts.
Jalor Tools
Mitre-10 – Bayswater.  (Timber purchases only)
Pop’s Shed.
Screwit – Supplier of Sachy Screws
Taits Timber Glen Iris
Woodworking Machinery Specialists.         

Merchandise and Materials on sale at Club
Club Caps $12.00
Club Polo Shirts   -  **NEW DESIGN** $30.00
Club Fleecy Tops  - Half Zip $40.00
Club Fleecy Tops  - Full-length Zip $50.00
Club VESTS    (see pics in Sept 2016 news)    $65.00

Current Projects in progress
Project (ref: Eric) Recipient Status

Adult/Joint  toy/gifts Various for Xmas Continuous

Various Turnings Festival stock &c In Progress

Kidz Korner kits KK Activities Continuous  &
help appreciated

For next Festival.   

Prizes In progress

And following Festival Stringybark (Oct) planning

Prizes In progress

Current jobs

Storage Boxes Vic Police. underway

 

                 
Important Diary Dates and coming events

 Wed      2nd May Members' Meeting 7.30PM
 Wed    23rd May Committee Meeting 7:00PM 

 Wed      6th June Members' Meeting 7.30PM
 Mon   11th  June QUEENS Birthday           CLOSED
 Wed    20th June Committee Meeting 7:00PM 

Wed      4th July Members' Meeting 7.30PM

 SAT      7th July XMAS IN JULY 6.30PM
 

       

    **   STOP PRESS   **    

Book your spot for XMAS in JULY – see page 4


