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Your committee for 2013
President Hurtle Lupton 9762 3547 Purchasing Officer Dick Webb 9764 5321

Vice President Hughie Gaynor 9870 6915 Committee

Treasurer Sergio Meilak 9752 4126 Peter Horsburgh 9878 5144

Secretary Michael Talbot 0419 133 267 Ray Norton 9763 5728

Publicity Officer Bill Ireland 9758 6601 Newsletter Editor Lindsay Horsley 9764 9637

Records & IT John O’Rorke 9754 1520 lindsay@horsley.id.au

Vice President’s Report – Hughie Gaynor 

October was an extremely busy month for some 
very important Club activities,  and firstly may I 
offer  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  those  members 
who helped out on them. Major events included 
the AGM on  Wed 3rd. with: 
(1)  President report listed major improvements 
to the Club's facilities and the ongoing support 
by  members  to  the  all  the   Projects  that  have 
been dealt  with this  year  .  Major  achievements 
are the extra Bay and the installation of the dust 
extractor system which has improved the overall 
machine  shop  layout  and  a  safer  and  less 
congested environment for all members.
(2).  Appointment of Auditor.  A very big thank 
you to Gary Pope who again willingly  accepted 
this  important  role.  Newer  members  may  not 
realise that Gary has undertaken this task for the 
last 18 years which enables The Club to provide 
audited  financial  reports  as  part  of  our  annual 
compliance  obligations  of  a  Not  for  Profit 
Incorporated  Assoc  to  the  Dept  of  Justice.
(3). Life Membership. For those who were at the 
Meeting  suffice  to  say  that  a  rare  moment 
occurred  when  I  [Hughie]  was  lost  for  words 
when Mick Talbot read out (in absentia) Hurtle's 
submission. All I can simply say is thank you very 
much for this honour.
(4).  Bill Gillingham Award.  [see article]  Sandra 
Bell presented the award for the Best Club person 
of the year: to John (Jacko) Jackson who has been 
a  Committee   member/Office Holder in the past. 

But,  he  has  always  willingly  helped  out   on  a 
great number of Club Projects and issues. John  - 
congratulations  on  your  well  deserved   award
which reflects not only on the  tremendous work 
you have done over the  years but, your recent 
efforts in the last 1to 2 years with the upgrades 
for the toy making activities.
(5).  Election  of  Office  bearers for  2012/13. 
Once again Councillor Sue McMillan volunteered 
to conduct our election and the Committee will 
be basically the same as last year with one small 
exception. As you are aware Lindsay Horsley is 
unable to manage the newsletter task on his own. 
Despite appeals no other volunteer/s  put their 
hand up to take over. [See Soapbox: good news].
(6). On behalf of your Club a small presentation 
as  a  gesture  of  thanks and  appreciation  was 
made to Sandra Bell and Councillor Sue McMillan 
who over the years have provided much support 
and  encouragement  to  the  Club.  

Working  Bee. As  indicated  in  the  newsletter 
along with a couple of photos not only did the 
volunteers  relish  the  challenge  of  moving  the 
crushed  rock  they  still   found  the  time  and 
energy to give the Clubrooms and surrounds a 
good  spring  clean  which  would  put  the  TV 
makeover shows to shame.  One interesting fact 
emerged that a couple of members have qualified 
as experts in safe machinery relocations and if 
the need arises that you need their services I am 
certain  that  they  would  give  special  members 
rates for that service. 

http://www.alchester.com.au/kdwc
mailto:knoxdw@iprimus.com
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Stringy bark Festival. With the usual crew of 20 
odd members each day manning all our  activities 
(some  really  enjoyed  the  challenge  and  were 
there both days) it was  heartening to note that a 
few  fresh  faces  were  there  to  lend  a  hand. 
Overall,  the  results  from  both  a  financial  and 
promotion of the Club was a roaring success. I 
am sure that you would be pleased to note that 
The Committee are in the process of allocating 
some of the profit made to update/replace a fair 
percentage of the hand tools and also purchase 4 
updated power drills. 

Finally,  thank  you  for  your  support  in  Hurtle's 
absence  and  I  trust  that  if  every  member  can 
answer the call for help in the future, it will make 
the job of running the Club that much easier. I 
make this appeal on the basis that quite a lot of 
our members are not getting any younger, and it 
will provide the opportunity, if younger members 
volunteer, to give the "golden oldies" who have 
given so much over the years and continue to do 
so, a little time to relax.         …..Hughie Gaynor

Bill Gillingham Award – Member of the year
2012: John Jackson

Congratulations John – your efforts this past year 
with  Toy  Group,  are  well  recognised,  not  to 
mention many past  years with committee roles 
and your most affable presence about the Club.

But look at the date!   We are now starting the 
25th year  of  the  Club.   With  a  membership 
around  the  175  mark  and  typically  30  new 

members joining each year 
and an expected turnover 
of same,  it struck me that 
many  members  today 
didn't actually have the joy 
of meeting Bill Gillingham. 
His preparedness to share 
ideas  and  instill 
inspiration and interest  in 
wood working is  the very 
essence   why  this  award, 
in Bill's name, is presented 
annually  to  hard  working 

contributors to both the Club and the craft.

The Club has a website outlining the award at: 
www.alchester.com.au/kdwc/kdwcgill.htm  

The Club was in for a generous surprise this year, 
as Bill's grand-daughter Sandra Bell, shared in a 
recent letter to the Club which we publish here:

“.....I  just  wanted  to  let  you know that  when I  
made  the  donation ($2000 .Ed)  to  the  club  on 
Wednesday night, I had planned to say more but  
unfortunately  I  found it  a lot  harder and more 
emotional  than  I  had  expected,  especially  on  
mentioning  the  passing  of  my  Mum  last  
November.

Apart from making a donation on both Mum and  
Dad's behalf,  as I  know that is  something they  
both would have been happy to do, I would have  
liked to say that Dad would have been thrilled to  
bits (or tickled pink, as he used to say) to have an 
award in his  name. Dad passed away in 1990  
and  my  Mum,  Jean,  had  been  presenting  the  
award since 1991 and I am now honoured to be 
able  to  carry  on  the  tradition.  I  would  like  to  
think that when I am no longer able to do this,  
then one of my three daughters or 6 grandsons  
will do so. Dad has been gone for 22 years now  
and it is lovely to come along each year and still  
see members that were in the club with him. It  
just shows what a friendly, committed club it is.”

Sandra Bell, Oct 6, 2012.

John “Jacko” Jackson with award from Sandra Bell

❖
Members Welfare

Best wishes for a full and speedy recovery to
those of our members in ill health.

❖

We thank Nick Wakeling MP

- Member for Ferntree Gully

for printing our newsletter as

 a Community Service

http://www.alchester.com.au/kdwc/kdwcgill.htm
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Events – Stringybark Festival 
photos: Bill Ireland

October  is  of  course 
Stringybark  Festival 
time  again,  and  Bill 
Ireland provided some 
great  snaps  of  the 
Club  putting  on  its 
usual great display, as 
these  pictures  well 
demonstrate.    Seated 
here  in  front  of 
another  of  his  fine 
creations  is  Joe 
Semenow duly tagged 
Rocking Horse King!

Kids  Korner  –  (Rodney 
Williams)  always  a  big 
treat as seen in the eyes 
of  this  pair  with  a 
finished product!

Willy  Schlaf  here 
providing  another 
one  of  his  top 
demonstrations  of 
fine  carving,  whilst 
surrounded  by  the 
prizes  for  the  raffle 
draw: 1st prize being a 
Rocking  horse,  2nd 

prize:  granddaughter 
clock, and 3rd prize a large turned bowl.

Bill  Longden  did  a 
full road test on the 
first  prize.   So 
obviously  everyone 
was  having  a  great 
day! Evidently until it 
was time to get off.

Great to see the 
interest  from 
all  the   young 
ones.  Here's 
Frank   Collins 
hard at working 
with  the  KDWC 
team flat out in 
Kids  Korner 
again.

A  turning  display 
by  Henk  Eyssens 
at  Stringybark  – 
always  of  interest 
to newcomers!

Happy Birthdays this month
The very best of Birthday wishes to:
Max Holt   2nd November
Lois Williams   9th November
Brian Bracegirdle 10th November
Peter Collins 13th November
Ron Ralph 14th November
Neil Bengough 16th November
Charles Vella 17th November 
Ray Stewart 18th November
Rod Hall 21st November
John O'Rorke 22nd November
John Jackson 22nd November
Colin Craig 23rd November
Rodney Williams 25th November
Jenny Stevens 30th November

More good efforts reported from Bill  Ireland. 
The club recently attended Bunnings to sell raffle 
tickets and put on a wood tuning display.  As a 
result  of  this  generous  effort  by  members,  a 
$100 voucher was provided in appreciation of the 
Club's services.  Well done!

Welcoming International “Woodies”
In a recent request from a standing member, the 
Club was asked if an active “woodie” relative from 
Scotland would be granted exception to attend 
the  club  for  a  couple  of  sessions  beyond  the 
usual 3-visit arrangement.  Given the relationship 
and  in  the  interests  of  showing  our  good  old 
Aussie hospitality to fellow “woodies” - how could 
we not oblige! 

Member Discount offered!

Robert Lowe from Screwit supplier of Sachy 
Screws  wishes it to be known he is open for 
business at 16 Marlesford avenue Wantirna . 
A 10% discount is offered to club members.

Tel. 98016831

The Club thanks

for their invaluable assistance.
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 next month's AUCTION

Don't  forget,   the  DECEMBER meeting  is  the 
annual AUCTION night.  Don't leave Stan Jebb 
without lots of goodies from the shed to raise 
funds for the club!

❖
Around the Club

Working Bee 13thOct '12: 7 cubic.mtrs of Gravel!
Photos: Courtesy of Dick Webb

This  was  laid  in  record  time,  despite  the 
inclement weather and need to don a sou'wester! 

.
All good workers need  supervision they say!

Now that's what we need,  a sandpit play area!
Top job done lads!  Potential BBQ landing site?

     

 Ramblings from the Editor's Soapbox

An unfortunate Working Bee observation of late: 
Working bees are for all members to attend, you 
don't have to be invited.   If you do forget and 
turn up to do some work in the workshop and 
find there is a working bee instead, DON'T JUST 
TURN AROUND and go home, spend an hour or 
so helping out!    

By now you will  have noticed some changes to 
the format of the Newsletter. At the recent AGM, I 
[Lindsay] did not renominate for the position of 
Editor.  As  no  one  else  volunteered,  I  am 
continuing as the nominal Editor, with assistance 
from  Gary  and  a  small  group  of  other  Club 
Members [Bill, Dick and Phil]. Gary is carrying the 
brunt  of  the  load  by  doing  the  actual  layout, 
whilst  others  are  contributing  information, 
articles and photo’s. As a result Gary, who uses a 
pretend computer (ie. not a Mac), has elected to 
change the font and other aspects of the layout 
to suit his style. I hope you like what he’s done, 
and if you don’t, then do something about it by 
volunteering to step in as Editor.

I  would  like  to  give  a  brief  discourse  on  Club 
etiquette. Our Keyholders are volunteers, and as 
such  are  not  obliged to  extend  hours  for  the 
convenience  of  individual  Members,  and  also 
have the discretion to close the session early if 
need  be.  Members  are  obliged to  finish  up, 
including the cleaning of their work areas, to 
enable  the  Keyholder  to  lock-up  on  time.  If 
necessary, the Committee will apply sanctions to 
Members who disregard these basic courtesies.

It  is unfortunate that a reminder need be given 
that  Members  must  be  financial  to  use  the 
facilities. Members who are not financial should 
either pay their fees immediately, or discuss their 
situation with the Committee to avoid the need to 
rejoin with the attendant $50 joining fee.

Finally,  a  word  to  the  Keyholders.  Only  the 
Keyholder for the particular session, or someone 
nominated  by  him,  is  allowed  to  open  up 
equipment for use by other Members. Keyholders 
from other sessions should first ask permission 
of  the  current  Keyholder  before  opening  any 
locked equipment for use by themselves or any 
other Members.

Proudly Sponsored by

Ferntree Gully

Community Bank® branch and

Rowville branch of Bendigo Bank
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Calling all members help
The Club may have an opportunity to build 1000 
loose kits of helicopter and aeroplanes for sale at 
the AIR SHOW in 2013, which will need a lot of 
elbow grease to achieve.  Will be a nice earner for 
the club, so chip in everyone and we'll be flyin'!.

PLUS:   Another  order  being  considered  is  the 
making of over 400+ 'dunny doors'  that schools 
use to paint and make into murals. Help please.

❖
Safety Rules

The suggested safety procedure for handling the 
DROP SAWS is under review,  but simply put,  the 
process  depends  on  whether  the  saw  is  a 
straight-drop versus one that can drop'and'push. 

Eric Butterfield went to considerable effort some 
years back to compile a set of procedures for all 
manner and styles of equipment  in use at the 
Club.  Models & brands may have changed over 
time,  but  proper  handling  procedures  from  a 
SAFETY viewpoint haven't. His work's online now.

Check out  the new website feature on SAFETY.
    www.alchester.com.au/kdwc/kdwcsafe.htm

❖
Something a little different

Now  for  those  who  are  still  worried  about 
whether a V8 engine block coffee table will  be 
acceptable as a crafty way to store things, here's 
a more “woodie” idea.  Great for stashing away 
things out of sight.  Obviously only build one of 
these  if  the  original  contents  were  properly 
consumed first!   Seen at Bacchus Marsh market 
recently.        Picture: Michael P.

  ❖
We would like to thank

iPRIMUS
for their generous Sponsorship

Humor
The Following Prize

Imagine that you had won the following prize in a 
contest: Each morning your bank would deposit 
$86,400.00  in  your  private  account  for  you  to 
spend.  However, this prize has rules, just as any 
game has certain rules. 

The first set of rules would be:  Everything that 
you didn't spend during each day would be taken 
away  from  you.  You  may  not  simply  transfer 
money into some other account.  You may only 
spend  it.  Each  morning  upon  awakening,  the 
bank  opens  your  account  with  another 
$86,400.00 for that day.

The second set of rules:  The bank can end the 
game without warning; at any time it can say, Its 
over, the game is over! It can close the account 
and you will not receive a new one.

What  would you personally do? You would buy 
anything and everything you wanted, right? Not 
only  for  yourself,  but  for  all  people  you  love, 
right?  Even for people you don't know, because 
you  couldn't  possibly  spend  it  all  on  yourself, 
right? You would try to spend every cent, and use 
it all, right?

ACTUALLY This GAME is REALITY!  Each of us is 
in possession of such a magical  bank.  We just 
can't seem to see it.

The MAGICAL BANK is TIME!  Each morning we 
awaken to receive  86,400 seconds as a  gift  of 
life,  and  when  we  go  to  sleep  at  night,  any 
remaining time is NOT credited to us.  What we 
haven't  lived  up  that  day  is  forever  lost. 
Yesterday is forever gone.

Each  morning  the  account  is  refilled,  but  the 
bank can dissolve your  account at any time.... 
WITHOUT WARNING.

SO, what will YOU do with your 86,400 seconds? 
Those seconds are worth so much more than the 
same amount in dollars.

Think about that, and always think of this: Enjoy 
every second of your life, because time races by 
so  much  quicker  than  you  think.   The  past  is 
over, you can't change it, live for the future! So 
take care of yourself, be Happy, Love Deeply and 
Enjoy Life!

Here's  wishing  you  a  wonderful  and  beautiful 
day.  Start spending.    

http://www.alchester.com.au/kdwc/kdwcsafe.htm
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Weekly Workshop Hours and Keyholders
Note: All Members are welcome to access the Clubrooms at any of these times

Monday 09:00AM - 12:30PM Wood Turning John Emptage 9758 6103

Henk Eyssens 5968 5119

Tuesday 09:30AM - 02:30PM Kids Korner Peter Horsburg 9879 5144

06:30PM - 09:30PM Wood Turning Bruce Allen 9754 5774

Wednesday 09:30AM - 02:30PM General Access Dick Webb 97645321

Thursday 09:30AM - 02:30PM Toymakers Tony Deabe 9774 7917

06:30PM - 09:30PM Fine Furniture George Knight 0427 417823

Friday 10:00AM - 01:30PM General Access Barry McDermott 9753 6157

06:30PM - 09:30PM Rocking Horses Bruce Allen            
Lou Smith  

9754 5774           
  

Saturday (see roster below)

Sunday (closed)

  Saturday Morning Roster
 

NOVEMBER    09:30 am to 12:30 pm

3 Bill Longden 9758 2438

10 Dick Webb 9764 5321

17 Brian Douds 9762 3323

24 Ladislav Toman 0410 405 227

NOTE: If no member arrives by 10:30am, the Key 
Holder has the option of closing Clubrooms.

Members Discounts
The Following Suppliers offer discounts to Members.   

Australian Lighting - Bayswater,
Bristol Paints - Ferntree Gully.
Caroll’s Woodcraft Supplies.
Carba-Tec.
Ferntree Gully Bolts.
Hobby Tools Australia.
Mitre-10 - Bayswater.
Pop’s Shed.
Screwit – Supplier of Sachy Screws
Total Tools, Ferntree Gully.
Woodworking Machinery Specialists.
The Woodworking Warehouse

On Sale at the Club 
Club Caps $12.00
Club Polo Shirts $25.00
Club Fleecy Tops $45.00
Screws (packet) $2.00
Nails - 500 gm (2’ x 12 G) $2.00

Current Community Support Activites

Project Recipient Status

Toys Disadvantaged Continuous

Kids for Xmas In Progress

Angel Boxes Angliss Hospital Continuous

Chairs & Stools CPEC As required

Various Turnings Festival stock &c In Progress

Kids Korner kits KK Activities Continuous

Rocking Horse Knox Festival Next year

Clock Knox Festival Next year

Turned Bowl Knox Festival Next year

❖
Important Diary Dates

Wed   7th Nov Mthly Meet. 7:30 pm.
Toy Presentation

Wed 21st Nov Committee Meeting 7:30 pm.
Wed   5th Dec BBQ 6:00 pm.

Mthly Meet Auction 7:30 pm

Sat     8th Dec WORKING BEE 8.00 am.
        * XMAS Breakup *     5:30 pm
Fri     14th Dec Clubrooms close for Xmas
Mon  14th Jan Clubrooms reopen

STOP PRESS: Hot website tip from Bill Ireland:
Beginners Guide to Woodturning.
www.woodworking.co.uk/Technical/Beginners/beginners

http://www.woodworking.co.uk/Technical/Beginners/beginners.html

